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COMMISSION FOR ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMIC 
FACILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION 

 
TELECONFERENCE MEETING AGENDA 

Originating from the Commissioner’s Office 
May 16, 2025, 10:00 a.m. 

Agenda Summary 
 
1. Summary Meeting Minutes – October 31, 2024 

 

Presenter – Tim Cain, Director 
 
 Recommendation – That the Commission approve the minutes for the October 31, 2024, 

Commission teleconference meeting. 
 

 
2. Year-1 2025-2026 Space and Warm, Safe, and Dry (WSD) Approved Partnership Project Funding 

(see Tab 2)  
 

 Presenter - Tim Cain, Director 
 
 The Division reviewed available program funding. Based on existing program balances and 

pending PEER Committee approval, there is $144,402,668 available on July 1, 2025, to fund Year-
1 2025-2026 Space projects and Year-1 2025-2026 Warm, Safe, and Dry (WSD) projects. The 
Division requests that the Commission approve the funding of all Year-1 2025-2026 Space and  
WSD Partnership Projects. As funding becomes available by projects being rescinded, the Division will 
fund the next project(s) on the list.  

 
Recommendation – The Division recommends that pending PEER Committee approval, the 
Commission approve the funding of all Year-1 2025-2026 Space and Warm, Safe, and Dry (WSD) 
Partnership Projects.  
 

  
3. Batesville School District – Catastrophic Funding (Catastrophic Project 3000-3201-715) 

 
Presenter – Tim Cain, Director 
 
Act 2206 created the Academic Facilities Catastrophic Program (Program).  The Program authorizes 
the Division to distribute State assistance to school districts for emergency facility projects due to an 
act of God or violence.  The law defines a catastrophic project as “repair and new construction for the 
purpose of supplementing insurance or other public or private emergency assistance to the school 
district.” 
 
The law requires that any State assistance under this program shall be used to pay the cost of only the 
portion of a catastrophic project that is not covered by insurance or other public or private emergency 
assistance received by or payable to the school district. 
 
On September 30th, 2024, a fire occurred in one classroom wing of the Eagle Mountain Elementary, 
just a small two-classroom section, which was immediately affected, has been closed. This section has 
been deemed inaccessible by the local fire marshal, with two classrooms and approximately 50 
students & faculty were primarily affected. The district submitted a Catastrophic application for funding. 
Insurance will cover all costs associated with this storm except for the $10,000 deductible. Batesville 
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School District applied for Catastrophic funding for the deductible. The amount of Catastrophic funding 
is calculated based on the wealth index (like Partnership Funding). The amount of State Financial 
Participation is $6,484.37. 

 
Recommendation – That the Commission approve reimbursements of $6,484.37 for 
Catastrophic Project 3000-3201-715 to the Batesville School District, as requested under the 
Academic Facilities Catastrophic Program. 

 
4. Hope School District – Catastrophic Funding (Catastrophic Project 3000-2903-001) 

 
 
Presenter – Tim Cain, Director 
 
Act 2206 created the Academic Facilities Catastrophic Program (Program).  The Program authorizes 
the Division to distribute State assistance to school districts for emergency facility projects due to an 
act of God or violence.  The law defines a catastrophic project as “repair and new construction for the 
purpose of supplementing insurance or other public or private emergency assistance to the school 
district.” 
 
The law requires that any State assistance under this program shall be used to pay the cost of only the 
portion of a catastrophic project that is not covered by insurance or other public or private emergency 
assistance received by or payable to the school district. 
 
The fire alarm panel was struck by lightning at the Hope HS building causing it to no longer work. The 
alarm panel covers the HS campus protecting 2 main buildings, 580 students, and 65 employees by 
alerting the proper authority and personnel if fire is detected. The district submitted a Catastrophic 
application for funding. Insurance will cover all costs associated with this storm except for the $10,000 
deductible. Hope School District applied for Catastrophic funding for the deductible. The amount of 
Catastrophic funding is calculated based on the wealth index (like Partnership Funding). The amount 
of State Financial Participation is $7,688.10. 

 
Recommendation – That the Commission approve reimbursements of $7,688.10 for 
Catastrophic Project 3000-2903-001 to the Hope School District, as requested under the 
Academic Facilities Catastrophic Program. 
 

5. Prescott School District – Catastrophic Funding (Catastrophic Project 3000-5006-001) 
 
Presenter – Tim Cain, Director 
 
Act 2206 created the Academic Facilities Catastrophic Program (Program).  The Program authorizes 
the Division to distribute State assistance to school districts for emergency facility projects due to an 
act of God or violence.  The law defines a catastrophic project as “repair and new construction for the 
purpose of supplementing insurance or other public or private emergency assistance to the school 
district.” 
 
The law requires that any State assistance under this program shall be used to pay the cost of only the 
portion of a catastrophic project that is not covered by insurance or other public or private emergency 
assistance received by or payable to the school district. 
 
The freezer in the elementary school’s cafeteria caught fire. There was a significant amount of damage 
caused from the fire, smoke, and water by the sprinkler system. Other than the smoke, damage was 
contained to only the cafeteria/kitchen area. This project will impact 326 K-4 students. The district 
submitted a Catastrophic application for funding. Insurance will cover all costs associated with this fire 
except for the $5,000 deductible. Prescott School District applied for Catastrophic funding for the 
deductible. The amount of Catastrophic funding is calculated based on the wealth index (like 
Partnership Funding). The amount of State Financial Participation is $3,732.25 

 
Recommendation – That the Commission approve reimbursements of $3,732.25 for 
Catastrophic Project 3000-5006-001 to the Prescott School District, as requested under the 
Academic Facilities Catastrophic Program. 
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6. Reports: 
 

A. Year-2 2026-2027 Warm, Safe, and Dry (WSD) Approved Partnership Projects (see Tab 
6A) 

 
   Presenter - Tim Cain, Director 
 

 These Year-2 Approved Partnership Projects will be funded a year from now. There are 
no Year-2 Space Projects.  

 
B. 2027-2029 Space Statewide Needs List (see Tab 6B1) and Warm, Safe, and Dry (WSD) 

Statewide Needs List (see Tab 6B2) 
 

Presenter – Tim Cain, Director 
 

The 2027-2029 Statewide Needs Lists will assist school districts in their master planning for 
the 2027- 2029 Partnership Cycle. The 2027-2029 Space Needs List and 2027-2029 Warm, 
Safe, and Dry (WSD) Needs List are both ranked from greatest need to least need. See Tab 
6B1 and Tab 6B2 for the 2027-2029 Space Needs Lists and the 2027-2029 Warm, Safe, and 
Dry (WSD) Needs Lists respectively. These 2027-2029 Statewide Needs Lists will also be used 
in the ranking process two years from now. 

 
C. Wealth Index Comparison (see Tab 6C) 

 
Presenter – Tim Cain, DPSAFT, Director 

 
7. Adjourn 

 


